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first disposed to choose a neutral capital; but
the claims of France were strong. She had
borne the territorial brunt of the war. So it
was agreed that the Conference should meet in
Paris at first, with the reservation that they
should afterwards shift to Geneva. But once
the huge machine of counsel was settled in Paris
it was found impossible to move it. In spite of
the preponderant power thus given to the pres-
sure of the French Press, it is difficult to see
now how any other capital could have been
chosen.
The burden of British responsibility was far
too heavy for the Prime Minister to bear alone.
He decided to share it, as far as possible, with
Ms whole Ministry and Government; and the
result was that the fashioning of the Peace by
Great Britain was far less of a personal affair
than in any other of the victorious countries,
Mr. Lloyd George took with him to Paris, as
joint delegates, Mr. Bonar Law, Mr. Balfour,
Lord Milner, and Mr. Barnes. Mr. Bonar Law,
being leader of the House of Commons, was soon
compelled to return to his duties in England ;
but he flew over to Paris at every serious crisis
in the discussions. Mr. Balfour and Mr. Barnes
remained all the time, and performed great ser-
vices. Lord Milner went over when colonial
affairs required his counsel and decision; and
Mr. Montagu attended for Indian matters. But
Ministers from all Departments attended in
Paris whenever their advice was required; on
critical occasions Mr. Lloyd George summoned
meetings of the War Cabinet so that his deci-